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OF  TriE 

MEuICaL  OFFICER  OF  riEALTh 
TO  THE 

NAi-.TYGLO  APR  BLAlkA  URBAN  RISTKICT  COUNCIL 
l1 'OR  ThE  YEAR  1966 


To  tiie  Cnairman  ana  Members  of  the  Eantyglo  & Blaina  Urban  ui strict  Council 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  tne  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1^66. 

The  Registrar  General's  Population  figure  for  the  Urban  Area 
is  11.010  an  increase  of  lu  on  last  years  figures. 

The  general  health  of  tne  people  during  the  past  year  has  been 
~*v  good.  With  an  absence  of  any  serious  outbreaks  of  disease,  the 
j-lowing  tables  show  that  on  txie  whole,  infectious  diseases  notified 
o ore  confined  to  children's  diseases  sucn  as  measles. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  was  again  very  small,  an^ 
s trend  will  undoubtedly  continue,  due  to  modern  drugs  and  treatme 

I would  like  to  thank  t^e  members  of  tne  Council  ana  staff  for 
■neir  co-operation  during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 


J.  Walters  Bowen,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.Sc.,  R.r.h. 


medical  Officer  of  health. 
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Meaical  Officer  of  health 

Fublic  healtn  Inspector 

Rodent  Officer 

Clerk 

Shops  Irspector 


Dr.  J.  Palters  Bowen  N.B.,  B.Ch. , 

B. Sc  . , k.R.H. 

D.  J.  Herrington,  M.R.S.H.,  M.R.H.I.a. 
A.  Davies. 

D.  J.  Fowgies. 

D.  J.  Herrington. 


Hr.  Fowgies  left  the  department  early  in  the  year,  for  a 
post  as  a district  public  healtn  inspector  with  the  City  of  Bristol, 
after  qualifying  in  this  capacity. 


his  place  has  not  been  fillea  ana  trie  assistance  renderea  to 
the  department  has  been  greatly  missed,  especially  since  the  responsibili 
responsibilities  of  tenancies  ana  housing  allocations  have  been  taken 
over . 

Tnis  work  has  become  more  ana  more  time  consuming  with 
proportionally  less  time  being  spent  on  public  health  matters. 
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The  Urban  area  of  Nantyglo  .and  Blaina  is  situated  towaras  the  head 
of  tne  Western  Valley  of  Monmouthsnire , the  northern  most  part,  lVantygl 
forming  the  boundary  between  Brynmawr  and  the  County  of  Breconsnire. 

The  industrial  development  of  tne  area  began  when  the  Nantyglo 
Ironworks  were  built  in  1795.  They  were  soon  closed  down,  however, 
and  remained  so  until  bougnt  in  1811  by  Joseph  ana  Crawsnay  Bailey,  two 
of  the  most  important  men  on  the  early  iron  ana  coal  trade. 

As  a result  of  tnese  early  industries  tne  townsnip  rapidly 
developed,  and  tne  next  fifty  years  saw  /the  sinking  of  numerous  pits 
as  tne  demand  for  coal  increased. 

People  flocked  to  the  area  from  all  parts  of  tne  County,  and  some 
from  much  fartner  afield,  until  1891  there  was  a population  of 
some  12 , 000 . 

Many  of  tne  houses  erected  at  this  time  to  accomodate  tne  swollen 
population  are  in  existence  today,  forming  a large  proportion  of  tne 
inhabited  dwellings,  and  it  was  only  during  last  year  that  tne  original 
row  of  cottages,  built  with  tne  Nantyglo  ’Ironworks,  was  demolished. 

Thus  the  aftermatn  of  tne  industrial*  ara  is  refelctec  in  tne  prese 
day  problems  of  bad  housing,  and  snortage-s  of  accommodation , wnich  in 
spite  of  tne  council's  efforts  in  slum  clearance,  and  rebuilding  of  new 
houses,  still  remains  very  much  to  tne  fore. 

The  old  industries  have,  of  -cours  , long  since  gone,  and  only  one 
colliery  now  produces  coal,  but-  they  have  been  superseded  by  a number 
of  modern  factories  erected  in  the  Nantyglo  area,  tne  largest  of  which 
"Semtex"  is  one  of  tne  largest-  of  its  kind  in  tne  Country. 

It  is  on  these  factories,  and  to  a greater  extent,  tne  steelworks 
mines  and  f act o-rl-e-s-  -of-ne.igh.bou ring  -author i ties  ,'  that  the  gr eater 
proportion  of  the  working  population  depend  for  their  living. 

....  i ..  Tnese  new  industries  nave  giv-n  a new  lease  of  life  to  tne  communi 
which  not  many  years  ago  was  in  -tne  tnroes  of  depression. 

Even  so,  tne  members  of  tne  Council  nave  not  spared  themselves  in 
their  efforts  to  ‘create  an  interest  in  tne  area,  and  the  setting  up  of 
a joint  development  committee  with  the  Brynmawr  and  Abertillery  Urban 
hi  strict  Council's  has  done  much  to.  project  the  area’s  potential  to. 
industrialists. 

as  tne  prosperity  of  tne  area  has  increased  so  nas  tne  demand  for 
a higner  standard  of  living,  especially  from  the  younger  generation,  wm 
are  not  content  to  bring  up  their  families  under  conditions  accepted  by 
their  grandparents. 

They  now  require,  bathrooms,  indoor  toilets  and  constant  how  water 
and  tne  implementation  by  the  Council  of  the  Standard  ana  discretionary 
Grant  Schemes  has  done  much  to  provide  these  essential  amenities. 

Even  so,  a great  percentage  of  old  houses  are  without  these 
amenities,  and  let  us  hope  that  the  day  is  not  too  far  distant,  when  a 
dwelling  witnout  these  amenities  will  no  longer  be  classed  as  fit  for 
human  habitation. 

The  housing  problem  still  remains  acute,  not  only  does  the  area 
contain  a large  number  of  unfit  and  sub-standard  dwellings  wnich  must 
be  either  cleared  or  improved,  but  also  many  of  tne  Council's  houses 
have  dual  tenancies,  a large  number  of  wnicn  must  b ■ considered  for 
rehous  ing , 
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The  125  dwellings  at  East  Pentwyn  arid  84  houses  at  Brynawelon 
were  completed,  24  houses  from  the. Bryn  Celyn  Estate  were  also  handea 
over . 

The  Council  also  intend  redeveloping  the  Wesley  Buildings  area, 
and  work  on  26  dwellings  is  to  commence  early  next  year. 

Plans  for  the  redevelopment  of  trie  Cwmcelyn  area  centred  ar round 
the  Glanys truth  Estate  are  well  in  hand,  and  preliminary  work  should 
also  start  here  next  year. 

The  Council’s  proposed  scheme  for  tne  clearing  of  substandard 
properties  has  proven  of  considerable  value,  and  prospective  purchasers 
of  property  can  now  be  informed  whether  or  not  action  is  contemplated 
regarding  slum  clearance  or  redevelopment. 

They  therefore,  have  a much  clearer  picture  of  the  position  and 
are  now  more  satisifed. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1957 


' HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.  ' approx. 

A v 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(cO  Number  of  dwellings,  included  under  sub-headings  (a)  above, 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1936 

(d)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ' 

(e)  Number  of . dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so  injurious 
of  dangermus  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(f)  Number  of  dwelling  houses( exclusive  to  those  referred  to  under 
the  proceeding  sub-headings)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  and  subsequently  repaired 
as  a result  of  action  by  the  Local  Authority. 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year 
Without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

3»  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9j10,and  12  of  the  Housing  Act. 196? 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs. 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  Formal  Notices  by  owners 

(iii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  Formal  Notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  Formal  Notices. 

By  Owners. 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  l6  & 23  of  the  Housing  Act. 1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 
Orders. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made. 

(iii)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  that  houses  will  not  be  used 
for  human  habitation. 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing  Orders  made 
under  Section  1?  of  the  Housing  Act. 1957 

( v9  Number  of  part  dwellings  closed  in  pursuance  of  Closing  Orders 
made  under  Section  l8  of  the  Housing  Act. 1957 

4 Housing  Act, 1957  - Overcrowding. 


(a) 

(i) 

Number 

of 

(ii) 

Number 

of 

(iii) 

Number 

of 

(b) 

(i) 

Number 

of 

(c) 

(i) 

Number 

of 

(ii) 

Number 

of 

dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

families  dwelling  therein, 
persons  dwelling  therein. 

cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 
persons  concerned  in  such  cases. 


(d“)  (i)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dewllings  have  become  overfrowded  after 

Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding.  Nil. 

(e)  (i)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  upon  which  the  Medical 

Officer  may  consider  it  advisable  to  report  Nil. 

He;  4 (c)  (i)  & (ii)  In  rehousing  in  slum  clearance  work,  the  Council,  by  a 
system  of  exchange,  relieved  overcrowding  within  Council  houses  and  flats,  and  in 
privately  owned  dwellings.  By  so  doing,  the  Council  were  able  to  relieve  overcrowding 
in  a great  number  of  cases,  thus  utilizing  their  resources  to  the  fullest  possible 
extent. 

The  Council  consider  the  problem  of  overcrowding  to  be  of  major  importance,  and 
are  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  the  building  of  new  houses.  It  is  however, 
difficult  to  assess  the  true  position,  as  most  of  the  newly  married  couples  commence 
their  married  lives  living  with  their  parents  or  felatives,  due  to  lack  of  other  housin 
accommodation,  often  causing  overcrowding  at  these  houses.  Within  a short  time,  these 
young  families  make  application  to  the  Council  for  accommodation,  and  it  is  this  fact 
which  the  Council  have  to  consider,  when  allocating  newly  erected  houses* 

It  is  significant,  however,  that  the  majority  of  houses  are  allocated  to  young 
families,  and  shows  that  the  Council  arc  getting  on  top  of  the  housing  problem* 
Applicants  do  not  have  to  spend  several*  yeans  on  a waiting  list  as  was  the  case  a 
few  years  ago.  They  can  normally  expect  to  be  allocated  a .house  under  two  years 
from  time  of  making  an  application,  and  with  the  new  housing  schemes  envisaged,  the 
Council  can  see  the  end  of  the  major  housing  problem  in  sight. 


Summary  of  Housing  Action. 

No-,  of  Clearance  Orders  made'  by  Council.  Nil. 

No.  of  Clearance  Orders  confirmed.  Nil. 

No.  of  houses  in  confirmed  Clearance  Order-s,  Nil. 

No.  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  demolished.  .6 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  by  Council.-  Nil. 

No.  of  housed  demolished  other  than  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders,  .6 

Ho.  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders.  .7 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  Council.-  l4 

No.  of  housing  closed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders.  7 

Jfo.  of  Closing  Orders  made  on  Par %-Buildings . Nil. 

No.  of  undertakings  to  repair  houses  accepted  by  Council  to  prevent 

Orders  being  made  on  them( Section  16)  Nil. 

No.  of  part-premises  elosed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders.  Nil. 

No.  of  such  undertakings  completed  and  cancelled.  Nil.. 

No.  of  Undertakings( Informal)  accepted  by  Council  to  repair  houses  Nil,. 

No.  of  such  undertakings  completed.  Nil. 

No.  of  Undertakings( Section  24)  accept-, d by  Council  to  repair, 

Improve,  alter  and  reconstruct  houses.  Nil. 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked  by  Council.  Nil. 

No.  of  UndettakingsC Section  27)'.  accepted  by  Council  to  repair, 

.improve,  alter,  and  reconstruct  houses.  Nil. 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined.  Nil, 

No.  of  Undertakings (Section  27)  accepted  by  Council  to  repair , improve 

alter  and  reconstruct  part-premises.  Nil. 

No.  of  Closing  Orders(Part  Premises)  determined.  Nil. 

Rehousing. 

No.  of  Private  houses  built  2 

Bo.  of  ^Duncil  houses  built  67 

No.  of  Families  rehoused  from  Clo-arance  .areas.  2 

No.  of  Persons  rehoused  from  Clearance  areas  4 

No.  of  families  rehoused  from-houses ' with  Demolition  Orders.  Nil  Ni 

No.  of  persons  rehoused  from  houses  with  Demolition  Orders.  Nil 

No.  of  families  rehoused  from  houses  with  Clsoing  Orders.  7 

No.  of  persons  rehoused  from  houses  with  Closing  Orders.  27 

No.  of  families  rehoused  from  part-buildings  with  Closing  Orders.  Nil 

No.  of  persons  rehoused  from  part-buildings  with  Closing  Orders.  Nil 

No,  of  families  rehoused  from  houses  with  Informal  Closing  Orders.  Nil 

No.  of  persons  rehoused  from  houses  with  Informal  Closing  Orders.  Nil 

No.  of  families  rehoused  by  Indirect  Rehousing (. I. e.  by  excahnge  to 

privately  owned  house)  Not  known 

Bib.  of  persons  rehoused  from. above  . Not  known 

No.  of  houses  purchased  by  agreement  22 
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No.  of  families  rehoused  by  exchange  of  Council  bouses 
No*  of  persons  rehoused  by  exchange  of  Council  houses 
No.  of  families  rehoused  . (General  Needs) 

No.-  of  persons  rehoused  (General  Needs) 

No. 'of  Sub-Tenants  granted  tenancies  - families 
No.  of  Sub-Tenants  granted  tenancies  - persons 
No.  of  families  housed  as  Sub-Tenants  in  Council  houses 
No.  -of  persons, housed  as  Sub-Tenants  in  Council  houses 
No.  of  families  left  Council  houses  and  rehoused  elsewhere 
No.  of  persons  left  Council  houses  and  rehoused  elsewhere 
Total  No.  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  by  Council 
Total  No.  of  persons  rehoused  during  the  year  by  Council 
No.  of  families  due  for  rehousing  that  rehoused  themselves 
No.  of  persons  in  above 


43 

16 

9 

43 

128 

Not  hr 
Not  hr 
) 


Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  act*  1958,  and 
Housing  hurcnase  and  housing  act,  1959. 

The  Housing  (Financial  provisions)  act,  1958,  was  trio 
consolidating  Act  relating  to  housing  finance  and  contained  provisi 
relating  to  Discretionary  Grants. 


The  housing  Purchase  and  housing  Act,  1959,  amended  existing 
legislation  relating  to  Discretionary  Grants  had  in  addition  brougr 
out  a new  type  of  grant  known  as  a standard  Grant.  The  new  grant 
simplified  procedure  where  five  standard  amenities  only  were  requir 
to  improve  dwellings,  these  being  tne  provision  of  a bath  in  a 
separate  room,  an  indoor  toilet^  or  toilet  adjoining  the  house,  hot 
water : supply , wash  hand  basin,  and  a ventilated  food  store.  The 
maximum  amount  of  grant  payable  being  £155  P°r  dwelling  sm.aae  up  as 

follows : ' . - 

; 

Bat'd  (or  fixed  shower)  £2  5 jash  hand  basin  £5 

'hot  water  supply  £75  N.C.  £40  Food  Store  £10 

* ’ yjt  . . . 

Tne  Discretionary  which  the  Council  may  implement,  is  designee 

to  accomplish  major  improvements  to  dwelling  houses,  and  under .this 
scheme. a grant  of  fN-00 -maximum  per  dwellingsor  conversion,  may.be 
paya'ble. 

“The  administration  of  both  Standard  and  Discretionary  Grants 
is  carried  out  by -the  Surveyor's  Department,  and  I am  indebted. to 
the  ’Surveyor  Mr.  G.  D.  harnes,  who  Kindly  provided  the  following 
information. 


• Grants  for  Improvements- or  Conversion 

. No.  of  Applications  received 
'■  No.  of  Applications'  approved 

amounts  paid 

- Iraprovemen  ts 

No.  of  Applications  received 
No.  of  applications  approved 
Amount  of  Grants  paid 


Nil. 

Nil.. 

Nil. 


No  figures 
12 

£3472.  - 11  * 


Standard  Grants  for  Improvement  of  Dwellings 


N7Oi  of-  applications  received 
No.  of  applications  approved 
Amount  of  Grants  paid 
No.  of  Inspections  carried  out 
No-,  of  Re-in speetion-s  carried  out 
No.  of  applications  cancelled 
i..  -(a)  Noras-  already  done 
(b)  Other  causes 
Visits  to  work  in  progress 


No  figures  -avai. 
8 ; 

£953  - 8 - 4 a 
No  figures  avai- 
No  figures  -avai. 

No  figures  -avai. 

11  : m 

11  . : H 

n 11 
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HOUSING  POSITION  - 31st  December , 1966 

No.  of  Private,  dwellings. 

No.  of  Public  Housings (Plus  Dwellings). 
No.  of  Council  Owned  Houses  ) 

No.  of  Council  houses  and  Flats  ) 

Total  dwellings  in  area. 


No.  of  houses  vachnt  as  a result  of  action 
under  Housing  Acts' etc. 

No*  of  houses  and  flats  built  by  the  Nantyglo 
and  Blnina  Council* in  1966 

No.  built  by  private  individuals. 

Additional  Dwellings  by  conversion. 

In  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  1966 
Bryncelyn.  32 

Mo.  of  houses  demolished  under  Housing  Act. 1957 

Mo.  of  houses  closed 

Mo',  of  part-premised  closed 


Rateable  Value  of  District  April  1966 

Product  of  penny  rate  for  the  Financial 
^ear  'ended  31st  March ,1966 


tates  in  the  £. 

Jeneral  rate 

/ater  rate  - Net  Annual  Value  not  exceeding  £31 
Net  Annual  Value  exceeding  £31 

Irea  of  District  in  Acres 


' 2111 
12 
1400 

3563 

90 

'-7 

2 

Nil 

13 

14 

~27~ 

£198867. 

£767-0-0 

15/- 
£2-0-0d 
1/8 d in  £ 

3.862.  ' 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS . 

No.  of  Legitimate  live  births. 

No.  of  illegitimate  live  births. 

Total  live  births. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  1965 
Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  1966 
Registra  General's  comparability  Factor, 
No.  of  still  births  legitimate 
No.  of  still  births  illegitimate 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 
total  live  births. 

Total  live  and  still  births. 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  & 
still  births 

DEATHS . 

Deaths  taking  place  within  district 
Deaths  taking  place  outside  of 
district  and  transferred  in. 

Less  deaths  transferred  out 
Net  Total  deaths  for  District. 

Crude  death  rqte  per  1,000  pop. 

Registrar  General's  comparability  Factor. 
Corrected  de&th  rate. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY . 

Deaths  from  Puerpural  Causes. 

Deaths  from  other  Maternal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  rate'  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live 
Births. 

NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4. weeks  of  age. 
Legitimate . 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  R&te  J>er  1,000 
live  births. 

EARLY  NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  if  Infants  Under  1 week  of  age 

Le^iibimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  live  births. 


Nantyglo 

Male 

and  Blaina 
Female 

U.D.C. 

Total. 

Monmouthshire 
County  Coupci 

114 

115 

•229  • • 

6163 

5 

6 

11 

119 

121 

240 

3 

3 

21.16 

22.78 

1,05 

6 

19.05' 
17.88  ^ 

126  ’ 

- 

- 

122 

124 

4.58 

246 

4.93 

6289 

69 

66 

24.30 

135 

20.03 

3853 

16 

16 

32 

5 

4 

9 

80 

78 

158 

Nil 

Nil 

14.25 

1.10 

15107 

Nil 

11.92 

13.59 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

5 

1 

6 

.47 

— 

— 

- 

5 

1 

6 

154 

4 

25.00 

4 

24.09 

4 

- 

4 

3 

16.66 

3 

16.06 

— 

- 

3 

- 

3 
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12.50 


l4.ll 


- NANTYGLO  & BLAINA  U.D.C. 

Male  ' Female  Total. 

MONMOUTHSHIRE 
County  Council 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week 
of  age  plus  number  of  still  births 

No.  of  deaths  under  1 week  of  age  3 ~ 3 

No.  of  still  births.  336 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  36.53 

33.8? 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Female. 

Males 

Total 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases. 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach. 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung  bronchus. 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Malignant  and  Lympharic  Neoplasms 

4 ■ 

11 

13 

Diabetes 

- 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

13 

20 

Coronary  Disease  angina 

23 

16 

39 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

5 

5 

Other  heart  disease 

12 

10 

22 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

r 

. 12 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

11 

Pneumonia 

4 

- 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

3 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  Malformations. 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

4 

2 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

1 

1 

Other  accidents 

- 

2 

2 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

78  80  150 
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PREVALENCE  OP  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIONS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES. 


Arrangements  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  of  children  are  carried  out  by  the 
Scho&L  Medical  Service  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

Number  of  Cases  of  Natifiable  Diseases.  Notified  during  the  Year. 


~ Nantyglo  & Blaina  U.D.C. 

Disease  Total  No.  Males  Females. 

Notified. 

Pulraenary  Tuberculosis  2 2 - 

Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  - - 

Scarlet  Fever  1 1 

' 'hooping  Cough  - ~ 

Diphtheria  - ~ 

Measles  3 3 

Pneumonia  - - 

Menigocaccal  Infection.  - - 

Poliomyalitis  - - 

Encephalitis  - - 

Dysentery  - - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  - - 

Smallpox  - - 

Paratyphoid  Fever  - - 

Enteric  Fever  - - 

Food  poisoning  - - 

orysepelos  - - 

Chicken  Pox  - ~ 

Malaria  - - 

Other  Nofifiable  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  - - 


Infections  and  other  dis eases  Notified  during  1963 

Are  and  Sex  Classification. 

— 


Ages 

Scarlet 

Fever 

'Thooping 

Cough 

Acute  Poliomyalitis 
Paralytic  Non-Para 

Measles 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 year 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

— 

— 

“ 

2 year 

- 

- 

“ - 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

3 years 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

— 

- 

4 years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3-9  years 

1 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

10-14  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

15-24  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

““ 

Total (all  ages) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Labar 


Ages 

Pheumonia 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery 

Tuberculosis 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M. 

F.  M.  F. 

Under  5 years 
5 -l4  years 
15-44  years 
45-64  years 
65  and  over 

- 

1 

1 

- - 

Total  all  ages 

- 

— - 

2 

2 11 


Food  Poisoning 


Th  re  wc.ro  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  bhc  Y:  ar. 
Poliomyc  libjs  Vae  cjlnation. 

Th  re  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year. 
Immunisation  is  available  weekly  at  the  Blaina  Clinic. 


Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  diphwria  wor c notified  during  the  Year. 

The  immunisa ■ ion  of  the  pie- school  child  is  now  carried  out  it  the  Infant 
Clinics  by  the  various  Medical  Offi-ers  in  attendance.  Parents  too  may  make  private 
arrangements  with  their  own  general  practitioners  for  such  immunisation.  To 
attain  bhc  maximum  degree  of  protection  by  immunisation,  it  is  advisable  that 
booster  doeoc  should  be  given  when  the  child  first  attends  shcool. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

There  was  one  ease  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified. 


Measles. 

There  were  three  cases  of  Measles  notified  during  the  year. 


Tube-re  olosm. 

Numb  r of  Cases  as  shoun  on  Register  of  Persons . 
Suf icring  frora  .T^uborculosis.  dpemgp 


Pulmonary 

Male  s 0 

N on-  P ul  monary 

Females 

Polmonary  Non-pulaa. 

Total 1 

No. on  Register 

at  31.12.64. 

23 

3 

29  3 

64 

No. of  eases  notified 

d uring  the  ye  ar 

3 

- 

- 

3 

No. of  cases  restored  to 

Register  laving  been 
previously  moved . 

' 1 

- 

. - 

1 

No.  of  eases  added  to 

. 

Register  other  than  by 
formal  notification. 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

No.  of  ease  s removed 

from  Register  during 
the  year. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  eases  renaming 

on  Re  gist'  r on  31.12.66 

31 

3 

29  3 

61 

There  were  no  deaths  -no-tifi  o.  as  due  to  Tub.  re.  ulosis  during  th:  ycai 


Summary  of  Vital  Statictics 


Nantyglo  & Monmouthshire 

Blaina.  U.D.C.  C.C, 


No.  of  live  births. 

240 

6,163 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  population, crude. 

21.70 

17*53 

Live  Birth  rate  per  10GD population, adjusted. 

22.7  8 

17.88 

Number  illegitimate  live  britlis  pier  cent 

of  total  live  births. 

4.58 

4.93 

Number  of  still  births. 

8 

142 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  & still  births 

24.30. 

20.03 

Total  of  still  & live  births. 

246 

6,289. 

Total  number  of  infant  deaths(under  1 year  old) 

6 

154. 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1000 total  live  births. 

43.58 

21.2 

Mortality  rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1000 

Illegitimate  live  births. 

26*20 

24.74. 

Mortality  rate  of  illegitimate  infantfe  per  1000 

Illegitimate  live  births. 

Nil. 

29.60 

Nee-natal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births 

(under  4 weeks). 

16.66 

16.06 

Early  nee-natal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live 

births  (Under  1 week) 

12.50 

l4.il 

Peri-natal  mortality  (still  births  and  deaths  of 

infants  under  1 week  of  age)  per  1000  total 

live  hnd  still  births. 

36.58 

33.87 

Number  of  maternal  deaths(including  abortions.) 

Nil 

3. 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still 

Births. 

- 

0.47 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  live  8c  still  births. 

24.30 

20.03 

Total  death  rate  per  1000  population,  crude. 

14.30 

11.92 

Total  death  rate  per  1000  population, ad justed. 

15.07 

13.59 

Total  number  o£  deaths.  • 

158 

4,192. 

Estimated  Mid-year  population. 

11.050 

351.500 
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Public  Analyst 


Dr.  G.V. Janrs-.M.B.E. 

69,  Dock  Stroet.Nerpoj.  t,Mon 
(Ncvport  69005) 


Puolic  Health  Laboratory  Dr.  Gra-^. 

Service.  . The  public  Health  Laboratories, 

Clyfia  Square-, He uport  Mon. 

• • * # (N  vport  65452) 

Ambulance  Facilities, 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  The  Clinic  is  situated  at  High  St, 

• Blaina,  and  is  attended  by  the 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers, 


•■c  If  are.  The  District  Welfare  Officer. 

Mr,  A. H. Bo  11,  lias  an  Office  at 
57  -i  Till:  j y Strec  t , Ab;  rtillcry. 
The  Monmouths] iire  County  Council 
have  several  hones  for  the  aged 
throughout  the  County,  a new  one 
Hafod  Dave  1 eras  recently  opened 
at  Nantyglo  (Aber til lory  2411) » 


Isolation  Hospitals.  Infectious  diseases  requiring 

hospitalisation  a e admitted 
to  Alt-yr-yn  Isolation  Hospital 
Nev: poet.  Mon. 
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THh;  sanitary  administration  and  conditions  for  the  year  1966. 

Milk  Supply.  - - -• 

There  are  8 persons  licensed  as  dealers  in  pasteurised  milk  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Milk( Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  I9A9.  ' 

All  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  'pasteurised'  and  supplied  by  large  dairy 
companies  having  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  neighbouring  towns. 

Ihe  registration  of  all  milk  retailers  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Council,  who  also  undertake  the  periodic  sampling. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  37  registered  retailers  and  two  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  within 
the  Urban  area.  The  retailers  obtain  supplies  mainly  from  the  large  Ice  Cream  Co., 
who  have  depots  sited  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  from  which  frequent  deliveries 
to  small  traders  are  made. 

One  of  the  manufactuers  uses  the  complete  cold  mix  method  and  the  other 
heat  treatment,  both  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations,  All  premises  in  the  district  conform  to  legal  requirements,  and  are 
registered  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Meat  Inspections. 

There  are  no  slauhterhouses  in  the  Urban  area,  the  bulk  of  the  meat  consumed 
is  purchased  from  Weeks,  Brynmawr,  who  also  supply  most  of  the  neighbouring 
Authorities  from  the  Brynmawr  Abattoir. 


This  Abattoir  was  recently  reconstructed  on  modern  lines  to  comply  with  the 
new  regulations,  and  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  coming  into  force,  the 
Brynmawr  U.D.C.  took  complete  responsibility  for  the  inspection  of  all  meat. 
Hitherto  the  cost  of  meat  inspections  was  shared  by  the  neighbouring  authorities  of 
Abertillery,  Blaenavon,  Brynmawr,  Crickhowell,  Ebbw  Vale  and  Nantyglo  & Blaina. 


Other  Foods. 

” "During  the  perioci  visists  were  made  to  retail  food  premises, 
where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  deposited  for  the  purpose  of  sale. 


The  following  is  a list  of  such  premises. 


Type  of  Food  Premises. 

Bakeries  ' 

Bread  Depots. 

Butchers  Shops 

Confectioners 

Grooers 

Greengrocers  and  wet  fish  shops. 
General  stores 


Number  in  Area 

1 

"3 

•10. 

3 

30 

7 

19 


and  premises 


Food  Premises  - Registered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Preparation, manufacture  and  storage  of 
preserved  foods(cooked  meats,  etc.,  in 
connection  with  Butchery  Business)  7 

Fried  Fish  Shops.  4 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream.  2 

Storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream.  37. 

Byelaws  un  ler  Section  19,  Food  -and  Drugs  Act,  1933. 

Byelaws  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions 
and  prectices  in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  arc  in 
operation  in  the  Urban  area. 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  legal  action  as  traders  are  generally 
co-operative  in  the  questions  of  food  hygiene. 
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Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  implementing  these  regulations,  when  visits  were  made  to 
food  premises,  but  most  of  the  time  other  work  has  a priority  and  little  time  could 
be  spared  in  this  direction. 

Inspection  of  Foodstuffs. 

During  routine  inspections  of  food  premises,  the  undermentioned  foods  were 
examined  and*  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


3 tins 
1 tin 
25  lbs 
1 tin. 
1 ” 

5 " 

7 " 

6 " 
12." 

3 M 
6.  " 

1 " 

1 " 

1 leg 

2 tins 
56  lbs 

3 tins 

5 ” 

5 " 

2 » 

1.  " 

4 " 
26'" 

1 " 


Baked  Beans. 
Blackcurrants . 
Butter. 

Corned  Beef. 
Chicken 
Fruit  Balad. 

Ham 

Jellied  Veal. 
Peas 
Pears. 

Pilchards. 
Peaches 
Pi nappies. 

Pork . 

Pork  luncheon. 
Potatoes. 

aspberries 
Soup. 

Salmon. 

O ; jctfTl  • 

Strawberries. 
Stewed  Steak. 
Tomatoes. 

Mixed  Vegetables, 


Shops  let.  Administration  - Shops  Act.l950» 

The  administration  of  the  Shojjs  ^ct.  is  delegated  by  the  Monmouthshire  County 
Council  to  the  Council,  the  Shops  Inspector  being  Mr .D.J. Herrington. 

During  the  year  40  visits  were  made  to  shops.  Generally  speaking  ‘shop  keepers 
close  on  time, and  the  occasional  offender,  after  being  warned,  has  been  brought  into 
line'.  It  has,  therefore,  been  unnecessary  to  take  further  action. 

Factories  Act. 1957  - 1948.  ‘ :- 

The  following  is  a list  of  trades  carried  on  within  the  urban  area  during  1966 


Trade 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs. 
Light  Engineering. 
Joinery 

Boot  Repairers. 
Sausages. 

Bakery . 

Garages. 

Synthetic  Flooring. 
Felt 

Foam  Cushions. 


No  of  Factories 

5 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 


21 


Mechanical 
Power  Used, 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

~ 


Mechanical 
Power  not  used. 

1 

3 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  Outv/orkors. 
Section  110  and  111 


There  are  no  outworkers  employed  in  the  area. 
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Particulars  on  thc_  Adcunij^  of  Jjbp.  Pact  or  i .s  Ac  t .19^  7.  A 1948. 
Inspections  for  purposes  as  Jb o_ ^Healttu 


1.  Factori  *s  .in  which 
Sections  1,2, 5, 4,  & 

6 are  enforced. 

2 . Pac  t or ic  s no t inc  1 uded 
in  1,  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced. 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
(excluding  out  workers) 


No  on 
Register. 


15 

4 

n 


Inspection, 


4 


15 


No.  of 
witten 
notice  s 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

¥il 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Bil 


Cases  in  v;l lie  ifjf;  fee  t s vc  re_  Jfoimd 


Partic ulars. 


No  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Pound. 

Pound  Remedied  To.H.M.  By  H.M.  Prosecution 

Insp  ctor  Inspector  Instituted. 


Y.’ant  of  Cleanliness  Nil  Nil 

Overcrowding  ^ 

Unreasonable  Temperature  - 

Inad.  qua to  Vint  elation.  ^ - 

Inadequate  drainage  to  floors  - 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

fa)  Insufiicicnt 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  1-  1 

(c)  Not  separa  .e  for  sexed  -•  *- 

Other  offence  s against  the  Act.  - 

(Not  including  offences 
relating  to  out-work) 

Nil  Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


17  - 


RENT  ACT  1957 

Tnis  Ac t which  repealed  the  relavent  Sections  appertaining  to 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  •under  tne  Housing  Repairs  ana  Rents  .ct  1957 
ana  Several  otner  Acts  ana  parts  of  Acts,  came  into  force  on  tne  6th 
July,  1957. 

First  Schedule 


hart  1 - Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 


1.  Number  of  Applications  for  Certificates.  Nil. 

2.  Number  of  decisions  not  issued  certificates.  Nil. 

3.  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates.  Nil. 

(a)  In  respect  of  some,  but  not  all  defects.  Ail. 

(b)  In  respect  of  all  defects.  Nil. 

4.  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  paragraph  5. 

of  the  First  Schedule  Nil. 

5.  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  bocal  Autnority  under 

provise  to  paragraph  5 of  firet  soboaule  Nil. 

6.  Number  certificates  issued.  ’ Nil. 


Hart  11  - Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

7.  Application  by  landlords  to  Local  Autnority  for  Cancellation  Nil. 
of  Certificates 

8.  objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  Certificates.  Nil. 

9.  Decisions  of  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants 

objections.  Nil. 

10.  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  Nil. 

LIC kn: She  HOTELS  aid  CLUJS 


There  are  eleven  licensed  public  houses  and  seven  licensed  clubs 
witnin  the  Area.  Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  from  time  to  time 
attention  being  given  to  general  hygiene  and  sanitation. 

Licensed  premises  in  tne  area  comply  witu  the  regulations  generally 
ana  worls  of  improvement  and  modernisation  are  being  carried  out  in 
practically  all  premises. 

Standards  of  hygiene  are  on  tne  whole  good  ar  d tne  method  of 
providing  beer  in  metal  ’kegs'  ana  more  recently  pressurised  tanks, 
snould  ao  much  to  fur  trier  improve  conditions. 

Dith  tnese  metnods,  overspill  and  wastage,  fairly  common  with  the 
normal  barrel  of  beer,  is  reduced  to  a minimum,  and  tnere  is  very  little 
n ;ed  to  resort  to  filtering  waste  back  to  tne  barrel,  a common  enough 
practice  which  should  be  deplored. 


DaTHR  SUhhLL 


Tne  water  supply  of  the  district  is  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  Hbbw 
Vale  Urban  District  Louncil.  The  service  reservoir  being  situated  at 
Llangynidir  Mountain  Heaufort.  The  water  is  chlorinated  and  filtered 
by  slow  filters  before  coming  into  the  district. 


The  water  supply  has  greatly  improved  since  the  installation  of 
tne  new  system  several  years  ago,  but  tiiere  are  still  cases  of  inadequat 
supplies,  due  to  gross  corrosion  of  service  pipes. 


The  water  is  of  soft  character  and  cemical  analysis  has  snown  that 
a slight  solvent  action  is  produced  when  in  contact  with  lead  pipes. 

The  use  of  lead  in  service  and  distributing  pipes  is,  therefore, 
prohibited,  although  permissible  in  hot  water  systems. 


1.  Approx.  No.  of  gallons  purchased  from  H ;bw  Vale. 

2.  Approx,  populatio  supplied  from  public  mains. 

No  samples  taken. 

No.  unsatisfactory 


180  millions 
11,000 
15 
5 
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Olj.  icc  s , 


faeiliti. 


of  staff, 


number  of 
employees 


gear:  ted. 


P/12E2J*, Pc-  raise s__Ac_t . 1965 


Regulations  controlling  Sanitary,  conveniences  and  washing 
s come  into  force  on  1st  January, 


Implementation  ox  the  Act  is  still  a major  difficulty  due  to  shorta 
and  only  no  minimum  of  time  can  be  devoted  to  this  work. 


>20 


The  number  of  premises  registered  during  the- year  was  hoi,  total 
rcgist.  rco.  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  49.  Total  number  of 
m these  premises  were  177,117  being  females  and  60  males. 


. acciddnts  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  no  exemptions 
ho  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises  during  the  year. 
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swimming  baths. 


There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  area,  the  baths  in  the  neighbouring  , 
areas  of  Abertillery,  Brynmawr  and  Ebbw  Vole  being  uses. 


^RqTNAGE. 

Sewerage  is  on  the  water  carriage  system,  subsidiary  sewers  being  connect  to 
the  Western  Valley(Mon)  main  trunk  sewer  which  discharges  into  the  sea  at  low 
water,  west  of  the  mouth  of  the  River  Usk. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Public  Cleansing  and  refuse  collection  is  controlled  by  the  Council's  Engineer 
& Surveyor. 

The  Refuse  is  deposited  at  the  Council's  tip  at  the  site  of  the  Old  Cindertip 
Cottages,  Blaina,  where  a useful  piece  of  land  will  eventually  be  reclaimed. 

Collections  are  made  twice  a week,  but  householders  in  the  area  are  still 
persisting  in  depositing  their  refuse  on  open  spaces  netar  their  homes. 

This  inexcusable  practice,  in  my  opinion,  will  not  be  remedied  until  each 
householder  provides  a suitable  refuse  receptacle. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT. 1949. 

The  work  of  rats  and  mice  destruction  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  and  has  been 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  .above  Act. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  area's  sewers  have  been  completed  and  the 
results  are  summarised  below. 

Maintenance  Treatments  carried  out  in  June >1966. 


Total  number  of  manholes  baited.  100 
Number  showing  complete  takes  of  bait.  9 
Number  showing  partial  takes  of  bait.  l8 
Number  showing  no  takes  of  bait.  173. 


The  poison  used  was  'Warfarin'. 

Maintenance  Treatment  carried  out  in  October  1966. 


Total  number  of  manholes  baited  200 
Number  showing  complete  takes  of  bait.  8 
Number  showing  partial  takes  of  bait.  12 
Number  showing  no  takes  of  bait.  ISO 


The  poison  used  was  again  'Warfarin'. 

The  hait  was  deposited  on  the  'benching'  of  the  manhole  or  upon  metal  trays, 
fitted  to  the  manhole  walls.  Prebaiting  with  Warfarin  is  unnecessary  as  it  is  a 
very  slow  poison,  feeding  over  three  to  four  days  usually  having  to  take  place  before 
enough  is  consumed  to  result  in  a kill. 

The  poison  bait  is  therefore  deposited  direct  to  the  manhole,  and  where  a take 
is  recorded,  is  followed  by  repeated  deposits  until  feeding  ceases. 

This  method  has  given  excellent  results,  although  of  late,  reports  have  been 

made  of  a certain  amount  of  immunity  bo  Warfarin  being  experienced.  It  would 

therefore,  appear  beneficial  to  fall  back  on  the  prebaiting  method,  followed  with 

arsenic  or  zinc  phosphide  to  try  and  arrear  this  immunity. 


The  work  of  rodent  control  is  carried  out  by  a full-time  Officer,  and  thc- 
followin^  report  shows  the  number  of  inspections  infestations  and  treatments 
carried  out  during  the  twelve  months  ending  31 d£  December ,1966. 


♦ 
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TYEE.  OF  PROPERTY 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS. 

NON 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL. 

1.  No.  of  properties  in  district. 

3750 

12 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification. 

1200 

2 

(b)  No.  infested  by  (l)  Rats 

20 

(2)  Mice. 

30 

A 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than  notification. 

2500 

12 

(b)  No.  infested  by  (l)  Rats. 

14 

3 

(2)  Mice. 

20 

5 

Warfarin  is  used  exlusively  for  the 

treatment  of  all  surface 

treatments. 

CONCLUSION. 


In  conclusion, f I must  express  my  appreciation  for  the go-operation  received 
from  other  Departments  of  the  Council,  and  for  the  support  and  consideration 
exended  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  during  the  year  of  this  report. 


Yours  faithfully, 


J.V /alters  Bowen, 

K.3.,  B.Ch. , B.SC. ,.  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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